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Abstract

“Hoikusha” can be, for example, translated into English as “kindergarten teachers and child
care workers in day—care center’, while “Hoikushi” means “child care workers in the day—care
center and the children’s home”. Both seem to be quite similar but are different, or not identical,
to be precise.

The difference derives from the definition of “Hoikushi” given by the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare in the Child Welfare Act, originally promulgated in 1947. “Hoikushi” is, after the
Act, the personnel who work with professional knowledge and skills to give care to children in need
under eighteen years of age. “Hoikushi” is qualified differently from the kindergarten teachers.

“What are the jobs and occupation of Hoikushi?” or “Are Hoikushi professional workers?”
These questions would remain unanswered and the identity of Hoikusha remains ambiguous if
Hoikushi continues to mean “the caregiver personnel who treat children from zero to eighteen

years old in diverse child welfare institutions including day—care centers.”

key words :  “hoikusha” ({£B#) , “hoikushi” (B =L).
“kindergarten teachers” (ShHE R ZE)
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