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Abstract

In this paper, I considered two questions concerning education for hill tribes which emphasized
"national integration” in Thailand. The first question is what kind of identity the children of hill tribes
have. The second question is what issues linguistically and socio-culturally do hill tribes’ children have.
These two questions are clarified from the consciousness of both students and teachers. In examining
the purpose of this paper, I carried out a survey in Chiang Mai Suksa Songkhro School (under the juris-
diction of Ministry of Education). I conducted questionnaires for students, questionnaires for teachers,
Interviews with some teachers and observations of participation. These results are shown in the fol-
lowing three points. (D Both the students and teachers regarded the purpose of school education as
"adaptable to Thai society”. On the other hand, school education has little role of maintaining ethnic
culture. @ Children tended to have a stronger national identity than ethnic identity. 3 Teachers rec-
ognized that there are many children with problems in Thai language ability, but few children cannot
adapt to Thai society. It will be necessary to shift to multicultural education that considers each "hold-
ing of ethnic culture” from current education that is biased towards Thai-centered "national integra-
tion”
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