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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show the students’ thinking process about ‘the learning activities
to investigate the origin of the name’ of the three lessons in the lecture of the teaching methods in ele-
mentary living environment studies.

The first lesson, I introduced ‘the learning activities to investigate the origin of the name’ in ele-
mentary living environment studies. It is popular activities in the world. But some students worried
that “If the child’s name is the bizarre baby name, the teacher has to refrain from doing this learning
activities. Because the bizarre baby name has only stupid and empty meaning.” We discussed this
problem and I let students write the comment about this problem.

The second lesson, we shared the the comments of students. Most of their comments were af-
firmative. But some students worried that “If the child’'s name is the bizarre baby name, the child may
run into bullying.”

And some students insisted that the teacher should judge whether the bizarre baby name is too
excessive to treat in the classroom or not.

The third lesson, I introduced the case of “AKUMA-chan” that showed the legal judgement, only
an official in charge of family registration has legal authority to accept the birth registration or not, es-
pecially the name’s validity. And at the last of the third lesson, I introduced the interesting bizarre
baby names that Ougai Mori, who was Japanese great writer of the Melji era, named his children.

Through the lessons, students could think deeply about ‘the learning activities to investigate the
origin of the name’ and how to treat the case of the bizarre baby name from differing points of view.
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