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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to show the current status and problems of international understand-
ing study in social studies at the 6th grade of elementary school. Analysis subjects are the text and ma-
terials in the textbook and digital textbook , “New Society in new edition’s at the 6th grade (the later
part)” printed by Tokyo syoseki, which is the most popular social studies textbook in Japan.

The current status of international understanding study in social studies at the 6th grade of elemen-
tary school are as follows.
1) The learning is planned of four countries, USA, People’s Republic of China, South Korea and Saudi
Arabia in the textbook and digital textbook.
2 ) The textbook’s writer intentionally characterizes four countries as follows:
USA : the universal model of the contemporary culture in globalization.
People’s Republic of China : the neighboring country tied versatilely in the history, culture and econ-
omy.
South Korea: Cultural exchange to Japan is prosperous historically and the divided nations.
Saudi Arabia : Representative oil-producing country and Muslim (Islamic) country.

The problems of international understanding study in social studies at the 6th grade of elementary
school are as follows.
1) Indanger of having a stereotypic national image.
2 ) Not drawn the negative side of the culture including the sexism.
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