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Abstract

Many studies on the chemical components of acid rain have been carried out in the past. It is
thought that the main contributors to the acidification of rain water are sulfur oxide and nitrogen ox-
ides originating from nature or anthropogenic activity. This study examines the chemical characteris-
tics of rain water in Saga City, Japan, by measuring and analyzing its E.C.,, SO7, NO; and pH during the
course of about one year. It was observed that the E.C, SOi and NO; values of some samples were
high, and pH values were low after volcanoes erupted. In contrast, the effects of volcanic eruptions
were not observed in some samples. These results indicate that the acidity of rainfall in Saga City was
influenced not only by volcanic activity but also by other factors.
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Fig. 1 Variation of pH of Rain water

250

200 2
T
g
150
G
o1
[55]
100
50
4
0 >
30-May 30-Jun 3l-Jul  3l-Aug 30Sep 31-0Oct 30-Nov 3l-Dec 3l-Jan 29Feb 31-Mar
Date
Fig. 2 Variation of EC of Rain water
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