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Abstract

The importance of scientific literacy has been growing in Japan. Understanding the concept of sci-
entific literacy is important for educators who teach the subject of science because learning about riv-
ers 1s part of the science curriculum in elementary schools. This paper presents research that exam-
ined the use of geochemical research of the Kase River in Japan as a method of teaching science. It is
important for students, who aspire to become teachers, to be interested in science.

However, students’ knowledge of the scientific aspects or chemical characteristics of rivers is lim-
ited. This lack of knowledge may be due to the lack of formal education on rivers. Therefore, a teach-
ing method was proposed with respect to rivers that focused on cultivating scientific interest in the
Kase River. We believe that using the Kase River to teach science enhances students’ understanding
of the subject.
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