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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show the improvement in the study of “drinking water” in social
studies at the third and fourth grades of elementary school.

Why do we study about “drinking water” in social studies at the third and fourth grades of ele-
mentary school? Because the courses of study for elementary for teaching social studies state that
“ School children should think ‘drinking water’, ‘electricity’, ‘gas’ and ‘disposal of wastes’ are indispen-
sable part of our lives. So they should take a field trip, interview and investigate the data to under-
stand these local services are useful for our healthy life and good environment”.

The courses of study say that teachers choose at least one service among the ‘drinking water’,
‘electricity’ and ‘gas’. But the commentary of the courses of study for elementary for teaching social
studies by ministry of education ‘that is based on not legally binding’ suggest to choose the ‘drinking
water’. Therefore all textbooks have had main space about ‘drinking water’ and short space about
‘electricity’ and no space about ‘gas’ for many years.

The study of “drinking water” in social studies in the present condition is so strange. For example,
school children usually take a field trip to the local water treatment plant and study about how to pu-
rify the water by chemical science’s technology. They get the special chemical science’s knowledge
but they cannot think the “drinking water” system for the local society.

Thus we must improve the study of “drinking water” to activate of the study of “drinking water”
in social studies. The keyword is “comparative learning” in other districts.

This paper shows the example that the comparative “the per capita water consumption”. On the
study of “drinking water” in the present condition, children are going to think about only “the per cap-
ita water consumption” in their own districts and teacher infuse the value that “we must save the
water!”. But “the per capita water consumption” is not same as district’s condition.
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