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Abstract

Examining the careers of early female scientists who studied natural sciences in the University of
Cambridge, this paper aimed to clarify the contribution of women to scientific research and gender
conflict caused by the expansion of their spheres in the age of ‘Scientific Revolution’ in English Univer-
sities. In Cambridge, between 1880s and 1920s, women gradually gained access to academic research,
especially in natural sciences. In this paper, the careers and academic attainments of twelve female
scientist who studied at Cambridge and whose names were enlisted in the Oxford Dictionary of Na-
tional Biography, were detailed from the methodological view point of collective biographies. Most of
them took great interest in science before entering two women'’s colleges in Cambridge, Girton and
Newnham, through their familial environment or intellectual education in girls’ secondary schools. Af-
ter passing the Natural Sciences Tripos, they could continue their study in botany, physiology and
chemistry at Balfour Laboratory for Women. The encouragement and guidance of male professors
also played a great and indispensable part in their attainments, such as William Bateson in genetics,
and Frederick Gowland Hopkins in biochemistry. In collaboration with these progressive male scien-
tists, some female researchers made remarkable scientific findings in the early twentieth century. In
conclusion, it is argued that women played a small but important role in scientific evolution in
twentieth-century Cambridge, and in the progress of scientific research in English universities as a
whole.
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