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Abstract

This article examines women'’s entry to science education at the University of Cambridge, through
analyzing the class-lists of the Natural Science Tripos (NST) between 1800 and 1920. More than 400
women passed the NST in this period, and almost two thirds of them were Newnham students. In con-
trast to Girton where emphasis was put on the traditional learning such as classics and mathematics,
founders of Newnham College were keen to promote the modern curriculum and they encouraged
their students to read for natural sciences. Most of women students who passed the NST were from
the background of middle class industrialists and merchants, and they generally entered on teaching
career at girls’ secondary schools. The cooperation between girls’ secondary schools and women's col-
leges was important to encourage school girls to advance into higher education to learn natural sci-
ences. Moreover not a little number of them continued their learning to be teaching staff of women'’s
colleges and universities. On the whole the NST played an essential part to open the academic profes-
sion to women at the beggining twentieth century
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i Roy MacLeod and Russell Moseley, 'Fathers and Daugh-
ters: Reflections on Women, Science and Victorian Cam-
bridge, History of Education, vol.8, No.4, 1979, p.327.
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45) Newnham College Register 1871-1971, Volume
1,1979.p.36.
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