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Abstract

Thisreport isto reveal needs for the daily lives of single elderly people and a mutua support sys-
tem in alocal community, based on a questionnaire survey. There were 3,030 households of single eld-
erly people surveyed in Saga prefecture (2,590 answers were collected). The results of the survey were
mainly asfollows: (1) regarding single elderly peopl€e's relations with their families and people around
them in a daily life, in a case where they need a certain level of support in their daily lives, it seems
that they expect more support from their families than their neighbors; (2) about 10% of single elderly
people have little contact with their neighbors and those around them and there are concerns that they
might isolate themselves; (3) as to their health, 60% of them go to hospitals regularly and one third of
them have sometrouble in their daily lives. Their main concerns are illnesses (about 30%) and nursing
care (about 30%), so a medical assistance system is needed; (4) with respect to a mutual support sys-
tem in alocal community, 60% of them endorse a paid support system (to get support services at alow
rate), and structuring the system in alocal community is expected.
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