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Abstract

This study explains the nature of friendships during adolescence from the perspective of their de-
terioration and examines the impact of past experiences of bullying on peer relationships during ado-
lescence. For this purpose, questionnaires were administered to 337 first-year university students (129
male, 208 female).

Gender differences were found with regard to the manner in which students socialized with their
friends. The male students tended to socialize with their friends in ways that did not tend to intrude on
each other’s private lives, while the female students tended to maintain connections of akind in which
they went out of their way to not make their friends feel uncomfortable and strove to maintain light-
hearted and smooth relationships with each other.

Thirty-two percent of al respondents had experienced bullying at some point in the past. Among
those, 18% had only been victims of bullying, while 14% had been both victims and bullies them-
selves. This study demonstrated a strong tendency in victims of bullying among university students to
socialize with their friends in ways that enabled them to avoid both being hurt by and hurting their
friends. This suggests that, among the current generation of youngsters, bullying experiences are a fac-
tor in inducing the end of peer relationships.

Keywords[J past experiences of bullying, adolescence, peer relationships
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