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Qualitative Analysis of Peer Relationships among the Youth
— A freedescription analysisvia KJ Method —

Maki NisHiMURA and Keiko NacaNo

Graduate School of Health and Social Welfare Science, Nishikyushu University
O Accepted: October(IOTTIO

Abstract

This study analyses the current statuses of peer relationships among modern youth. A survey was
conducted using a sample of 661 high school students (300 males and 361 females). The KJ method
was employed to review afree description response in the survey from a qualitative standpoint.

Five idea statuses of peer relationships were identified: “self-disclosure,” “mutual understand-
ing,” “pleasantness,” “affinity,” and “exclusivity.” Furthermore, five situations that would cause self-
discrepancy with anideal peer relationship were identified: “ conformity,” “restriction of speech,” “con-
cern,” “dissimilarity with others,” and “involvement with unfamiliar people.” Finaly, it became"fear of
isolation,” “fear of hurting each other,” and “fear of complicating relationships.”
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