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Abstract

The philosophy of volunteerism (characteristics and principles), is generally considered to consist
of three categories; spontaneity, gratuitousness and public nature. Regarding spontaneity, the issue of
“obliged volunteer activities” is discussed. As for the gratuitousness, there are issues highlighted con-
cerning the supply of rewards and volunteer activities which request rewards such as evaluation and
credits (except for financial rewards). In relation to the public nature of volunteerism, “public stan-
dards” and a balance between activities for oneself and those for society as a whole are questioned.
University students’ perceptions of these issues are rather strict and many of them commented that
they did not consider obliged volunteer activities, activities requesting supply of rewards, evaluation
by examinations and conversion into units and those for oneself to be volunteer activities. How volun-

teer activities are regarded will continue to change and further discussion on this matter is needed.
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