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Abstract

The recent survey of the actual conditions of Japanese universities reports that the academic abil-
ity of students has been generally falling. In Nishikyushu University the poor English ability of stu-
dents has been a long outstanding problem. One of measures taken to deal with the situation is to en-
force proficiency grouping on English classes. We innovated class grouping based on English profi-
ciency in the academic year of 2001, which has produced some good results.

What we wish to show in this paper is as follows. First, this paper reports the objective assess-
ment of our students’ English proficiency levels, using scores of CASEC (Computerized Assessment
System for English Communication). They are far below the national average of university students in
correlation with STEP test, TOEIC and TOEFL. Second, we made a survey of students’ attitudes to-
ward English learning. The results of the survey are analyzed and discussed in terms of motivating stu-
dents to learn, improving EFL teaching and the appropriateness of proficiency grouping.
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