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Abstract

This paper clarifies the foundation and the early development of the London School of
Medicine for Women (LSMW) to consider the process of how the medical education became
available to women in Britain. After the Medical Act of 1858, female medical practitioners were
segregated from the medical profession with a few exceptions. LSMW was founded by pioneer
women with supportive social network around them in 1874, and trained increasing number of
female physicians up to the next century. Analyzing the administrative organization and cur—
riculum of LSMW as well as the social background and careers of the earlier students, the
author concluded that the opening of LSMW was a foundation stone of not only the female
entry to the medical profession, but the separate training system between the sexes which
characterized the British medical society before the Second World War.
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