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One day when I was wondering through Kawakami Gorge in Yamato-cho with a Japanese friend, I
saw the koi streamers and asked them what the meaning and origin behind it was. On top of
mentioning their relevance to the Japanese holiday Children’s Day, he also explained to me that they
originally come from a Chinese story called “Longmen” (or “Dragon Gate”). In the story, a koi
becomes a dragon when they successfully swim up to Longmen.
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It was the first time for me to hear of this story, but I realized that it is actually connected to
something I was already familiar with. As a child, I always wondered why the Pokémon Magikarp
becomes a Gyarados, a dragon-like creature. Now, I finally understood the culture behind it. It is
really interesting to discover how things that I came in contact with through Japanese media as a
child connect to the culture that I see around me now every day.
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My Easter fhap 1A —R % —

Easter is the second-most fun time of year for me after Christmas. Depending on the year, Easter is
in March or April. Since most of my family is not religious, we celebrate Easter as a secular holiday.
For us, the focus of this time is to spend special time with friends and family. In fact, in South Africa,
Easter Monday, the day after Easter, is called Family Day. The purpose of the day is to appreciate the

importance of family, regardless of one’s faith.
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The night before Easter, my parents would buy lots of chocolate eggs and hide them around our
house and garden while me and my brother were sleeping. In the morning when we woke up, we
would go and find them. Children believe that, similar to Santa Claus, there is an Easter Bunny who
leaves behind chocolate like this for them.
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The typical chocolates are made with hard, set chocolate in a hollow egg shape. However, there
are some variations, such are ones with fillings such as marshmallow, or different shapes such as
a rabbit.
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Why Did You Come to Saga? ~ YOUI(fa L iC45EBEA\?

We interviewed some foreign residents (Amaya and Haru) and will share their experiences with

you here! The questions we asked were as follows:

FEENEAN (7P EA, BBEA) KAVIEC2—RToDT, ZORBZ I THRALET !
BREUTO@E) TLT,

(D Why did you come to Saga?/3f L =Bl I3 T35 ?

@ What are you doing at the moment?/4-{a]% LT\ F §7»?

@ What is your favorite place in Saga?/fEE C—BFE LB EZTT»?

Amaya/7<?¥

(D Ever since I was young, I had an interest in living in Asia to
connect more to my Filipino roots. In my hometown in the US,
there were only five Asian families, so I didn’t have the chance
to live with a lot of people like me. Now I can, living in Saga!
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@ I typically spend my time reading and traveling around Kyushu. I want to visit every
prefecture in Kyushu before I leave Japan. I only have three left: Kagoshima, Kumamoto,

and Okinawa.
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@ Ureshino Onsen! It is a beautiful city, and the onsen there really are like no other I’ve
been to in Japan. If I could go every day, I would!
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Haru/lE3

D1 grew up in Eswatini but my family is in Saga. I also wanted to
learn more and experience Japanese culture.
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@ I am doing language studies and part-time at a bakery.
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® Karatsu. It has a beautiful sea and fresh fish, nice food and the

Karatsu Kunchi Festival.
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Pub quiz quesfions /X751 XnErs

Pub quizzes are very popular in Ireland and the UK. As the name suggests, they are quizzes
that are done in pubs. Below are 3 pub quiz questions on various different topics such as
geography and culture around the world!

1) Which country did the Easter Bunny originate from?
2) What bread is traditionally eaten in English-speaking countries on Good Friday?
3) Which US city is known for its annual cherry blossom festival?
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Wy What have [ been listening to? N““(
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1) Let's Groove — Earth, Wind & Fire
(I've been listening to a lot of 80s music recently. Here is a classic one from America.)
2) Money for Nothing — Dire Straits
(Here a song I like from a British band famous abroad but not as famous in Japan.)
3) Where the Streets Have No Name - U2
(One of the most famous songs to come out of Ireland in the 80s!)

1) Let's Groove - Earth, Wind & Fire
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2) Money for Nothing — Dire Straits
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3) Where the Streets Have No Name - U2
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The Saga Times will be published by the Saga City International Relations Association twice
this fiscal year. We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions.
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Executive Editor : Stephanie McWilliams,/ fR&E & : A7 7 7=— 774U TALR
Email /ZEFX—)\ : cir@city.saga.lg.jp
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1) Germany/ N4> 2) Hot cross bun/ty b7 1 AN 3) Washington D.C./7> > +D.C.
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